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Repressive Efforts.

[CHAP,

than sympathetic, to Prussian operatives, as is demonstrated
by the dissidence of the Lassalle Party with that of Bebel
and Liebknecht. Not only is a practical understanding
still achievable with the former, but it is still in the power
of the authorities, by prompt and judicious action, to
reconcile the majority of the working-men with existing
institutions, and to restore unison to the relations between
operatives and employers. Besides, Socialistic theories
and postulates have already been so widely disseminated
amongst the masses that it would be idle to ignore the
dangers with which they threaten society. On the contrary,
it is urgently necessary to ventilate them frequently and
publicly, in order that the misguided masses may not only
always hear the voices of agitators, but may listen to the
for as well as to the against, and learn what is really
justifiable and unjustifiable, practicable and impracticable,
of their demands."

At that time the Emperor of Austria took a strong
personal interest in the question, and further investigations,
to be undertaken in common by Germany and Austria,
were contemplated as a means of rapprochement between
the two still estranged States; but they were not carried
out The Chancellor was busied with questions of more
urgent impedance, and, a little later on, the Internationale
broke up, never having been in reality as momentous as it
had pretended to be, and had been esteemed by public
opinion. During the ensuing few years some endeavours
were made to check the Socialistic Agitation. A paragraph
in the Press Law submitted to the Reichstag in 1873,
famed with this object, was rejected by a Liberal majority.
The Social Democrats persevered in their anti-govern-
mental polemics, and the Ministry, in 1875, again recom-
mended to Parliament a supplementary enactment (Press-